Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.141; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.4.
In the title compound, C 11 H 15 N 5 O 2 , the 1,3,5-triazine ring exhibits a half-chair conformation. An intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO interaction occurs. In the crystal structure, molecules are connected by intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds, forming a zigzag chain along the b axis. Mo K radiation = 0.10 mm À1 T = 293 K 0.45 Â 0.13 Â 0.10 mm
Related literature

Data collection
Rigaku R-AXIS RAPID IP areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (ABSCOR; Higashi, 1995) T min = 0.956, T max = 0.990 10812 measured reflections 2697 independent reflections 2215 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.026 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.043 wR(F 2 ) = 0.141 S = 1.15 2697 reflections 164 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.33 e Å À3 Á min = À0.28 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 1 2 ; (ii) Àx; y þ 1 2 ; Àz þ 1 2 .
Data collection: RAPID-AUTO (Rigaku, 2004); cell refinement: RAPID-AUTO; data reduction: RAPID-AUTO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
Comment
The title compound was synthesized as an intermediate for the synthesis of clothianidin (Ebihara et al., 1998) . We report here the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
In (I) ( Fig. 1 ), all bond lengths and angles are normal and in a good agreement with those reported previously (Hu et al., 2008) . The 1,3,5-triazine ring (C1/C3/C4/N1-N3) exhibits a half-chair conformation. The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular C-H···O and N-H···N hydrogen bonds.
Experimental 1-Methyl-2-nitroguanidine 1.18 g (10 mmol) and 2.5 g formaldehyde (concentration 36%, 30 mmol) was dissolved in 20 ml ethanol, then phenylmethanamine (10 mmol) was added dropwise during 30 min at 30-40 °C. After this addition, the reaction mixture was heated with stirring for three hours at 30-40 °C. The mixture was cooled to room temperature and filtered to afford title compound 2.39 g (yield 96%). Single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by recrystallization from ethanol at room temperature.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å and N-H = 0.86 Å, and included in the final cycles of refinement using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C, N) for aryl, methylene and N-bounded H atoms and 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms. 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
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